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Briefly
On a recent edition of "60 Minutes" it was revealed that there is about $60 billion in Medicare fraud each
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. year and government officials are throwing up their hands in despair.
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Corrections The next morning, some members of Congress held a press conference - not to decry Medicare fraud -
New York News but to urge support for a national program that would serve as a government-sponsored health insurance
National News program for more than 100 million Americans.
Ww As a member of the New York State Association of Health Underwriters, and someone who sells and

ideos

services health insurance plans, I found there to be a huge disconnect between Sunday night and Monday
morning. I had to wonder if members of Congress are actually listening to what is happening in this
country, or just want to ram through an ill-advised public option, whether it makes sense or not.
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Medicare is a government-sponsored health care program that helps 46 million elderly and disabled
Opinion Americans. It also seems to be the local ATM for criminals who keep finding new ways to swindle billions
In Our Opinion each year in scarce Medicare resources. :
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Local Commentaries buried underneath a behemoth system that processes more than a billion claims a year, equaling more wants to hB|D
Submit a Letter to the than $430 billion. In fact, Medicare's "Director of Program Integrity," a somber-looking woman, admitted
Editor to the reporter that she is "frustrated” and the oversight budget has been "extremely limited." protect your
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strip malls across the country. Criminals open storefront after storefront, which are never open to the

Page One-Sports public, billing Medicare for fictional wheelchairs, prosthetics and medical supplies. After a couple of

Local Sports months at each stop, they move on, always one step ahead of Medicare. One scam artist told 60 Minutes

Local -ports . he was making up to $40,000 a day, saying the only hold-up was having to wait a couple of weeks for

Sports around the Region  Medjcare to process the checks.

NY Sports

National Sports The news segment made it crystal clear that the government can't handle fraud in its public health H
Submit Sports insurance program. Yet, the morning after the segment aired, members of Congress were back at the

Capitol, guns blazing, fighting for the creation of the largest public health insurance program in history
that would easily dwarf Medicare.

m

Unlike private insurance, this new government health insurance program would have only one boss: Uncle EX er.ian

Lifestyles Sam. While private insurance companies must answer to investors, boards of directors, policy holders and p

e basic common sense, the public plan would have virtually no oversight and would be ripe for thieving. dDESH‘t
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Engagements The same government that has turned a blind eye to hooligans who have bilked $60 billion in taxpayer 1|kE! s
Weddings money each year would be in charge of this new public option. The only difference between Medicare and

Anniversaries the public option is that the new system would cost taxpayers even more.

Wed_din Engagement At a time when our government sends hundreds of Medicare reimbursable checks each month to seedy Enrall Now
w storefronts manned by criminals, we can not ask Americans to support a system that would just bring

Submit Lifestyles crime to a whole new level.
Arts/Entertainment while the current health care system is not perfect, private insurance companies have the ability to

TV Listings minimize fraud. In fact, some of their administrative costs go toward fighting fraud and abuse. Unlike the

Movies government, business is limited in the amount of revenue it can generate and needs to ensure a
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The bottom line: there's incentive to ensure they're not being ripped off. #1In dentity Theft Protection”

Special Sections Before Congress considers a new layer of government, we must create an air-tight system that ensures www.lifelock.com
All About Home assistance goes to the elderly and people with disabilities not criminals on the market for a newer yacht.
Cancer Survivors

= - Daniel C. Judge, LUCTF is a resident of Amherst, N.Y.
Dining Guide
Fido (Caring For Your Pet)

Holiday Gift Guide

Subscribe to Post-Journal

In Your Backyard Share:
Ladies Life ﬁFacebook ﬂMySQace Eﬁ‘Digg @)Stumble Buzz up! 1 IMixx FFark Edel.icio.us #8LiveSpaces

Medical Services Directory

http://www.post-journal.com/page/content.detail/id/545957 html?nav=5071 12/7/2009



