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By way of background, New York State has historically returned well over 90% of all incumbent state legislators to office, one of the highest reelection rates in the nation.  While it is rare for a New York State Senator or Assemblymember to lose in a general election race, it is even rarer for an incumbent to lose in a primary election.  2008 is now a notable exception, with four sitting legislators being defeated by same-party challengers:

Senate District 25 (parts of Brooklyn & Manhattan) – Longtime incumbent Democratic Senator Martin Connor, was up-ended by well-financed challenger Daniel Squadron.  Connor was a former Senate Minority Leader, who barely beat back a challenge by Ken Diamondstone two years ago.  This time around, Squadron, a former aide to U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer, beat Connor 54%-46%.  Squadron enjoyed the backing of his former boss, as well as the endorsement of NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg.  Squadron also enjoyed a rare political contribution advantage over the incumbent Connor, and had a number of union endorsements and help from the labor-owned Working Families Party.

Senate District 33 (part of the Bronx) -  Another longtime incumbent Democratic Senator Efrain Gonzalez, lost to former Senator Pedro Espada, Sr.  Gonzalez is currently on trial for corruption charges brought in an indictment alleging that he converted over $400,000 in member items for community organizations to his personal use, for his daughter’s college tuition payments, mortgage payments and investment in a cigar company he owns in the Dominican Republic.

Assembly District 22 (part of Queens)  -  First term Democratic Assemblymember Ellen Young, was beaten by challenger Grace Meng.  Meng is the daughter of former Assemblymember Jimmy Meng, the first Asian-American elected to the NYS Legislature, who held this seat prior to Young.

Assembly District 142 (parts of Erie & Niagara Counties) – First term Republican Assemblymember Michael Cole was handily defeated by Jane Corwin, in a 3-way primary, with Jeffrey Bono a distant third.  Corwin’s challenge was self-funded and supported by popular GOP Erie County Executive Chris Collins. Cole lost largely because of ethical lapses; he was censured and stripped of his Assembly Committee posts earlier this year for spending the night in the Albany apartment of a female Assembly intern after a night of heavy drinking at a sports bar party organized by Assemblymember Sam Hoyt.

Other notable Primary Election results:

STATE SENATE

Senate District 10 (part of Queens) – First term Democratic Senator Shirley Huntley held on against challenger                        Jennings with 70% of the vote.  Huntley herself beat former Senator Ada Smith in the Primary two years ago for this seat.

Senate District 21 (part of Brooklyn) -  Incumbent Democratic Senator Kevin Parker prevailed in a 3-way primary against two term-limited NYS Councilmembers, Simcha Felder and Kendall Stewart.  Felder, who is an orthodox Jew, had the backing of NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and enjoyed a sizable advantage in political donations.  Stewart, who is African-American, as is Parker, didn’t capture as much of the black vote as expected in this contentious race:  Parker 49%, Felder 37%, Stewart 14%.

Senate District 43 (Rensselaer, Saratoga, Washington counties) -  Republican Assemblymember Roy McDonald, crushed former Town official Brian Seney 85%-15%, for the right to run for the seat vacated by the resignation of former Senate Majority Leader Joseph Bruno.
Senate District 46 (Albany County) -  Long-time incumbent Democratic Senator Neil Breslin, easily prevailed in a 3-way primary with 76% of the vote.
Senate District 59 (Erie, Livingston, Ontario, Wyoming counties) – Veteran GOP Senator Dale Volker bested challenger David DiPietro, 57%-43%.  Volker will contend with Democratic Erie County legislator Kathy Konst in the general election.  Konst has the backing of billionaire Buffalo Sabres owner Thomas Golisano, a 3-time Independence Party gubernatorial candidate and his Responsible New York political action committee, which is providing $5 million in political contributions in a number of state legislative campaigns..  

Senate District 61 (Erie, Genessee counties) -  Former heavyweight boxer “Baby Joe” Mesi, handily won a 3-way Democratic primary against Erie County legislator Michelle Iannello and Amherst Town Board member Daniel Ward.  Mesi’s win was notable, since he was backed by the Working Families Party and Tom Golisano.  Mesi will now face Republican Erie County legislator Michael Ranzenhofer in the general election, to try and fill the vacancy brought about by the retirement of GOP Senator Mary Lou Rath. 
Senate District 62 (Monroe, Orleans, Niagara counties) – Long-time incumbent Republican Senator George Maziarz brushed off a challenge from Niagara County Sheriff Deputy Brian Grear, 81%-19%.  Maziarz, who also won the Conservative Party primary, and has the Independence and Working Families Party lines, will now square off in the general election against Grear on the Democratic line.

STATE ASSEMBLY

Assembly District 6 (part of Suffolk county) – Incumbent Democratic Assemblymember Philip Ramos, handily won against challenger Waldo Cabrera.  Cabrera was backed by Democratic Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy, who sparred with Ramos over Suffolk County immigration policies and extension of the sales tax during the Regular Legislative Session.

Assembly District 40 (part of Brooklyn)  Democrat Inez Barron won a 5-way primary, to succeed former Assemblymember Diane Gordon, who lost her seat due to a felony conviction on corruption charges.  Barron is the wife of outspoken NYC Councilmember Charles Barron.  Barron lost her court case, in which she tried to have the Primary Election also be a Special Election, allowing her to be immediately seated in the State Assembly.

Assembly District 64 (part of Manhattan) – Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver cruised to victory in a 3-way primary, garnering 68% of the vote, to 23% for challenger Paul Newell and 9% for Luke Henry.  The race was notable, since it’s the first time that the Speaker was ever tested in his own District, and also because Newell was endorsed by the New York Times, New York Post and Daily News, all of which have branded Silver as a major symbol of Albany’s political dysfunction. 

Assembly District 72 (part of Manhattan) – Incumbent Democratic Assemblymember Adriano Espaillat defeated former protégé Miguel Martinez, 54%-46%.

Assembly District 86 (part of the Bronx)  -  Bronx Democratic Party candidate Nelson Castro defeated Hector Ramirez for the seat vacated by Assemblymember Luis Diaz who resigned to join the Paterson Administration. 

Assembly District 99 (Dutchess, Putnam, Westchester counties) -  First-term incumbent Republican Assemblymember Greg Ball, easily survived a challenge from former Brewster Mayor John Degnan, who was backed by veteran GOP Senator Vincent Leibell.  The primary battle was unusually bitter, with allegations of stalking, sexual abuse and illicit phone calls being thrown about.

Assembly District 144 (part of Erie county) – Long-time Democratic incumbent Sam Hoyt survived a serious challenge from former Erie County legislator Barbra Kavanaugh, 57%-43%.  Kavanaugh had the backing of Tom Golisano’s Responsible New York.  The campaign turned was vicious, with the married Hoyt admitting to having had an affair with a former Assembly intern several years ago.

In an unrelated development, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York, Michael Garcia, unveiled a criminal complaint bringing corruption charges against long-time Assemblymember Anthony Seminerio (D-Queens).  The complaint alleges that Seminerio formed a consultant company, Marc Consultants, which received over $500,000 in payments from hospitals, probation companies and brownfields redevelopers, in return for political/lobbying “favors” rendered by the Assemblymember, in violation of federal and state laws, proscribing such behavior by public officials.

CONGRESSIONAL

H.R. 10 (part of Brooklyn) – Long-time Democratic incumbent Edolphus Towns, turned back a challenge from Kevin Powell, 67%-33%.

H.R. 14 (Staten Island & part of Brooklyn) –NYC Councilmember Brian McMahon won the Democratic primary and former Assemblymember Robert Straniere took the Republican primary.  They will square off in the general election to fill the vacancy caused by the withdrawal of GOP Congressman Vito Fossella, who admitted to an affair with a former Air Force lieutenant colonel and fathering a child out-of-wedlock.

H.R. 21 (Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, Montgomery, Fulton counties) – Former Assemblymember and NYSERDA chief Paul Tonko, prevailed in a 5-way Democratic primary, to succeed retiring Democratic Congressman Michael McNulty.  Tonko will face GOP primary winner James Buhrmaster in the general election.

H.R. 26 (Wyoming, Erie, Genessee, Monroe, Livingston, Niagara, Orleans counties) – Environmental attorney Alice Kryzan surprisingly won a 3-way Democratic primary, defeating Party favorite Jon Powers and two-time contender Jack Davis, 42%, 36%, 23%, respectively.  Davis and Powers largely destroyed each other in this bruising primary contest, with Kryzan staying above the fray and winning without the party organizers behind Powers, or the self-funding of millionaire Davis.  Kryzan will now face Republican Christopher Lee in the general election, to fill the vacancy caused by the retirement of GOP Congressman Thomas Reynolds.  Powers will appear on the ballot on the Working Families Party line.
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