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NEW YORK CONGRESSIONAL RACES

Not only did the Democrats capture control of the New York State Senate in 2009, they picked up three more U.S. Congressional seats as well, to give them 26 of New York’s 29 seats in the House of Representatives.  Coupled with the State’s two Democratic U.S. Senators, Charles Schumer and Hillary Clinton, and the make-up of New York’s total Congressional delegation will now be almost completely blue.

Democratic NYC Councilmember Michael McMahon has easily defeated GOP candidate Robert Straniere to become Congressman from the 13th Congressional District (C.D.) covering Staten Island and parts of Brooklyn.  This is the seat being vacated by GOP Rep. Vito Fossella, who was convicted of a Virginia DUI, which subsequently led to his confessed out-of-wedlock child with another woman.

Democrat Dan Maffei has beaten GOP challenger Dale Sweetland, to pick-up the 25th C.D. centered on Syracuse, being vacated by the retirement of GOP Rep. James Walsh.

Democrat Eric Massa has defeated Republican Rep. John “Randy” Kuhl in a rematch of their fight two years ago in the 29th C.D. encompassing the Finger Lakes in Central New York.

In one bright spot for the Republicans, Christopher Lee has handily defeated Democrat Alice Kryzan to retain the 26th C.D. being vacated by retiring Rep. Thomas Reynolds.

However, this leaves New York with only 3 Republicans in the House:  Rep. Peter King in the 3rd C.D. on Long Island, Rep. John McHugh in the 23rd C.D. in the North Country, and newcomer Christopher Lee in the 26th C.D.

http://elections.nytimes.com/2008/results/house/votes.html#/NY
STATE SENATE

It looks as thought the official numbers are 32 Democrats, 29 Republicans, with one seat too close to call, although leaning to the GOP.  Incumbent Senator Frank Padavan is clinging to a razor-thin 50.4%-49.6% lead over Democratic NYC Councilmember James Gennaro, who has not yet conceded the race.  

GOP Sen. Kemp Hannon has held his 6th  (Senate District) S.D. seat over Democrat Barbara Donno.  Likewise, GOP Sen. Dale Volker has kept the 59th S.D. for the Republicans, beating Erie County Legislator Kathy Konst.  Finally, GOP Erie County Legislator Michael Ranzenhofer has topped Democrat “Baby Joe” Mesi in the 61st S.D., being vacated by the retirement of GOP Sen. Mary Lou Rath.

There has already been some rank speculation among political pundits that Senator Padavan, and perhaps other, older Republican Senators, like Owen Johnson (Suffolk), may opt for retirement rather than serve in the Senate Minority.  This would create new vacancies and several Special Elections, giving the Democrats more openings to potentially increase their newly won Senate Majority in 2009.

STATE ASSSEMBLY

To no one’s surprise, the Democrats have retained and actually increased their super majority in the New York State Assembly.  They will now control the Lower House by 109-41, a net loss of one seat for the GOP Minority Caucus.  

Maverick GOP Assemblymember Thomas Kirwan has lost his 100th Assembly District (A.D.) in the Lower Hudson Valley to Democrat Frank Skartados.

Republican Tony Jordan has defeated Democrat Ian McGaughey, to retain the 112th A.D. in Saratoga County, being vacated by GOP Assemblymember Roy McDonald, who was elected to the 43rd Senate District.

http://elections.nytimes.com/2008/results/states/legislature/new-york.html
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